PREPOSITIONS   Errors  4.1 & 4.2
agree on an amendment agree to do something agree with someone 

argue about or for a proposal argue with a person apologize for an error approve of a change 

bored with small talk 

compare to (when you are showing the likes of two things or putting them in same cate​gory) 

compare with (when highlighting similarities or 

differences) 

concerned about or with an issue 

contrast with (when noting differences) correspond to or with something (meaning to 

relate) 

The other type of idiom error you're likely to see is the improper use of infinitives (to + verb: to water) and gerunds (verb + ing: watering). Some verbs must take one or the other, and a small handful take both. Your ear will probably hear this type of error. Listen for the non-idiomatic usages in the following sentences: 

1. I spend two hours each day practicing to swim. 

2. We had fun pretending being rock stars. 

3. My father resents to be asked for money all the time. 

VERBS THAT TAKE INFINITIVES 

VERBS THAT TAKE GERUNDS 

afford 

admit 

agree 

adore 

aim 

appreciate 

ask 

avoid 

appear 

consider 

correspond with a person (meaning to 

communicate) differ from something 

independent of someone or something interested in a subject 

interfere in someone's business interfere with an activity similar to something 

stand by or with someone stand for a cause 

stand on an issue 

succeed in an endeavour 

wait at a place 

wait by the phone 

wait for someone 

wait in the snowstorm wait on a customer work with me 

Here are the errors you should have heard: (1) practicing to swim should be practicing swimming, (2) pretending being should be pretending to be, and (3) resents to be should be resents being. As with preposi​tions, if you're confused about when to use gerunds and infinitives, you'll need to do some memorizing. 

VERBS THAT TAKE EITHER INFINITIVES OR GERUNDS 

attempt 

begin 

bother 

cannot bear 

cannot stand 

VERBS THAT TAKE INFINITIVES 

be determined 

beg 

care 

claim 

decide 

expect 

have 

hope 

learn 

manage 

mean 

need 

offer 

plan 

pretend 

promise 

refuse 

say 

tend 

try 

wait 

want 

wish 



VERBS THAT TAKE GERUNDS 

deny 

detest 

discuss 

dislike 

enjoy 

escape 

finish 

imagine 

keep 

mind 

miss 

practice 

quit 

recall 

recollect 

resent 

resist 

risk 

suggest 

tolerate 

understand 



VERBS THAT TAKE EITHER INFINITIVES OR GERUNDS 

cease 

continue 

hate 

hesitate 

intend 

like 

love 

prefer 

start 

